CBIBS Data Use at the
Balltimore/Washington, NWS$
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Issued a minimum of every 3 hours

Amendments issued as necessary

Each CWF goes out 5 days, with each period covering 12 hours
Used by small pleasure boaters to large commercial transport ships.

Elements:
Synopsis — Short, concise written overview of main weather features
Headlines of long duration hazards: Advisories, Watches, Warnings
Wind - from 8 compass points, in knots (kt)
Waves — wave heights, in feet (ft)
Weather - thunderstorms, rain, snow and fog (significant visibility reduction)
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@ , Coastal Waters Forecast Example A

. ! 4
, vour National Weather Service foreeast

NOAR &
(V Chesapeake Bay from North Beach to Drum Point MQ"-I Al

Enter Your "City, ST" or zip code Gia O eookMARK I E &,
MYWW'S Baltimore, MDAMashington, D.C. Mobile Weather Information
Zone Forecast: Chesapeake Bay from Morth Beach to
Drum Foint WD (ANZ533) Last Update: 930 AM EST WED NOYW 30 2011
Marine Zone Forecast Detailed Point Foreca: [Move Down]
Hazardous marine condition(s): Click for Point Specific Forecast Disclaimer
= - e T ™ — T —
Hazardous Weather Qutlook T , P e o Easton
Small Craft Advisory ' @3
FORECASTS OF WAVE HEIGHTS DO MOT INCLUDE Ouford |
EFFECTS OF WWIND DIRECTION RELATIVE TO TIDAL - -~ Trappe
CURRENTS. EXPECT HIGHER WAVES YWHEMN WINDS ARE B Hunifingtown
BLOWWING AGAIMNST THE TIDAL FLOWY,
Prince Algonguin

Synopsis. HIGH PRESSURE WILL BUILD ACROSS THE ~ Mahesvile | Fredenck Campridge ~(16)
WATERS THROUGH THURSDAY. A WEAK COLD FRONT

MOWES THROUGH OM FRIDAY.. THEN HIGH PRESSURE R Golden

RETURNS FOR THE WEEKEND. —
Rest Of Today.. W winds 15 kt with gusts to 25 kt. Waves 2 -
to 3 fi. L,.,;m,., Point
ﬁ'alnlﬁﬂrnll Ch
Tonight. . MW winds 10 to 15 kt with gusts to 25 kt. Waves 2 et Map data @2011 Google - Tarms o e

ft. [JForecast Area

Thu.. .M winds 10 to 15 kt with gusts to 25 kt. Waves 2 f.

Thu Night.. .M winds 5 to 10 kt. Waves 2 ft. Current Conditions [Move Up)

COVM2 8577018 - Cove Point

Fri.. W winds & to 10 kt. “Waves 1 to 2 fi. Lat: 38.43°N  Lon 76.39%W Eley O
Fri Night... Ny winds 10 to 15 kt with gusts to 20 kt. Waves 2 Last Update on Nov 30, 10:30 am EST
to 3 ft.

Wind W15 KT
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Statistical Wave Distribution
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The SWAN Model S

ands for Simulating WAves Nearshore.

Alemented at the Morehead City, NC, Wakefield,
N C offices in




Need Olbservations fo Answer: Y

A SWAN model performs in the

jorecasting wave heights

t compares to
since LWX"
0d Hmax
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.Comparison: Annapolis Buoy <

Forecast/Observation Hs
SWAN/Observation Hs

Forecast/Observation Max H
SWAN/Observation Max H




High or l[ow bias in Hse &

Forecast - Observation Hs

Both the forecast and
SWAN predict the
wave height when
compared with the
observed Hs.

SWAN - Obs Hs

Forecast Hour

forecast

Forecast Hour




High or low bias in Hmax? >,

Forecast - Observation Hmax

Both the forecast and the
SWAN predict the
wave height when
compared with the
observed Hmax.

SWAN - Observation Hmax

Forecast Hour

Forecast Hour




Final Thoughts Y

ite is easy to navigate and the data accessible.

e date range for data to download can be customized to
plce that just one parameter can be downloaded for a
[ng to download every measurement taken at a

itput was better correlated with the
orrelation plots and the

ave height when







