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In May 1813, British Royal Navy Vice Admiral Cochrane gave Rear Admiral George Cockburn
permission to plunder the towns and private property of Americans:

“You are at perfect liberty as soon as you can muster a sufficient force, to act with the
utmost hostility against the shores of the United States.... Their sea port towns in ashes
and the country invaded will be some sort of retaliation for their savage conduct in
Canada where they have destroyed our towns.”

American Revolutionary War hero Joshua Barney came out of retirement in 1813 to propose
the idea of a United States Chesapeake Flotilla. He envisioned a squadron of 20 shallow draft
barges, built to defend against British incursions. Outfitted and ready to sail by late spring 1814,
the Flotilla departed from the deep harbor at Solomons to engage the better-equipped British
fleet.

That summer, British and American naval forces fought frequent engagements up and down
the Patuxent River. Barney’s hit-and-run tactics proved frustrating to the British, who retaliated
by brutally burning and plundering communities along the Patuxent River.

In the end, Barney was unable to elude his Royal Navy pursuers, who followed the Flotilla up
the Patuxent in late summer 1814. Concerned that the collection of gunboats and barges might
fall into British hands, Secretary of the Navy William Jones ordered Barney to sail as far north as
Pig Point and then scuttle all the ships if the enemy approached. On August 22, 1814, the British
Army and Navy came within view and Barney ordered the entire fleet destroyed. His men then
marched with their cannon toward Washington, where they joined the Battle of Bladensburg.

The National Park Service’s Star-Spangled Banner National Historic Trail commemorates the
people, places, and events of the War of 1812 in the Chesapeake. Several NOAA CBIBS buoys,
including the Gooses Reef buoy, are located along the Star-Spangled Banner Trail.



